


































































































































they have described
situations that required it.

Homework Read chapter 12 / listen to section 23 & 24

Lesson 7 (90 min)

Topic: Forgiveness

Time What How (Activities) Why (Pedagogical
(Content) justifications)

25 minutes Discuss Discussion: Facilitate for the students
chapter 12 to understand forgiveness

Towards the end of the chapter, as defined by Griswold:
when Lily has gotten the whole 'to understand, to
story of her mother's actions, relinquish revenge and
August says 'Every person on resentment, all the while
the face of Earth makes holding the offender
mistakes, Lily. Every last one. responsible' (2007, p.
We're all so human. Your 47), in addition to the
mother made a terrible mistake, emphasis in the
but she tried to fix it.' (Kidd, curriculum, that dialogue
2002,p.256) is essential to 'dealing

with disagreements and
What do you think August tries seeking solutions
to tell Lily by these words? together' (Norwegian
Remember that Lily is only 14 Ministry of Education,
years old, involving a lack of 2020).
understanding of adult-life's
challenges.

Give the students some time to
think about this and make some
notes, before a joined discussion
through the Teams chat.

15 min Focus on the Discussion
topic How do you understand
forgiveness August's final words for Lily

after their talk, 'There is nothing
perfect (. . .) There is only life'?

'(. . .) we forgive more easily
those weaknesses and lapses that
we can recognise in ourselves'
(Fiasse, 2008)

Why do you think this is the
case?
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40min Read / listen to Together
chapter 13
(section 25 &
26)

15 min Each of the three calendar-sisters Reflect on the theme
provide an important life lesson forgiveness, illuminated
to Lily. The life lessons will help from the representation
Lily handle her own life and of lessons provided by
grow stronger. the three sisters. Help

them connect the story
What do you understand to be with their own life
the lesson from each of the expenences, as
sisters, based on what you have emphasised by multiple
read? researchers (Schmidt and

Gustavsson, 2011;
May: Langer, 2011; Sumara,
June: 2002) as prominent to
August: immerse with the

What has Lily learned about

narrative.

forgiveness?
Do you think she will be able to
forgive herself, her mother and
even her father?

Homework Read the final chapter, 14 / listen to section 27, 28 & 29

Lesson 8 (45 min)

Topic: reaching forgiveness

Time What How (Activities) Why (Pedagogical
(Content) justifications)
Recap the final Teacher's notes:
chapter • Lily processes all the

information she has
got from August, to
get her feelings right

• P 277: 'People in
general would rather
die than forgive'

• P 285: Slowly begins
to find it in her to
forgive her mother:
'Nobody's perfect'

• P 288: She is told to
find a mother inside
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• P 289: Gets some
clarity on her self-
worth

• P 291: T. Ray mixes
Lily and Deborah.
Lily's been the one
suffering from
receiving all of T.
Ray's sorrow and
heartbreak.

• P 296: T. Ray 'sort of
says sorry. Lily: 'It's
all right'

• P 301: Lily puts her
mother's items on
display, views them
differently.
'Normalised'. 'I guess
I have forgiven us
both'. Comes with
sadness. It is not easy
to forgive, hence, a
choice.

Discuss the
topic
forgiveness,
based on
Lily's
expenences,
growth and
development
throughout the
novel,
revisiting
questions
discussed
throughout the
novel

1 Lily's father informs her
that she was the one who
killed her mother, in
addition to her mother
wanting to leave her.
What emotions do you
think this sets in action
with 14-year-old Lily?

2 What, to your
understanding, makes
Lily, a 14-year-old girl,
want to begin a new life?
(Kidd, 2002, p. 57)

3 Through her
conversation with
August, discussing
sorrow and hurt, she
reflects upon empathy. In
what way?

4 P. 164: After she has
spoken to her father,
understanding that he has
no regrets towards her,
she turns to black Mary,
asking her for
for iveness, in addition

Help the students reflect
on the story as a whole,
in addition to provide
reflections upon the
theme forgiveness,
related to their own lives.
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to help her stop lying. In
what way could this be a
turning-point in Lily's
life?

5 June tells Lily she is
sorry for being hard on
her in the beginning.
How do you think Lily
experiences that act from
June?

6 Towards the end of
chapter 12, when Lily
has gotten the whole
story of her mother's
actions, August says
'Every person on the face
of Earth makes mistakes,
Lily. Every last one.
We're all so human.
Your mother made a
terrible mistake, but she
tried to fix it.' (Kidd,
2002,p.256)
What do you think
August tries to tell Lily
by these words?
Remember that Lily is
only 14 years old,
involving a lack of
understanding of adult-
life's challenges.

7 Each of the three
calendar-sisters provide
an important life lesson
to Lily. The life lessons
will help Lily handle her
own life and grow
stronger.
What do you understand
to be the lesson from
each of the sisters, based
on what you have read?

8 What has Lily learned
about forgiveness?

9 What have you reflected
upon, in relevance to
your own life, when
reading this novel?

10. Did you get new
ers ectives re ardin
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forgiveness after reading
and discussing this
novel? Explain.

4. Interview notes - an example

This is an example of how the notes from the interviews were organised:

Student 1 Interview 1 (week 7, 2023) Interview 2 (week 13, 2023)
Introductory How old are you?
questions 19

What is your favourite part of the English
subject?
I enjoy reading literature the most in the
English subject.

To what degree do you enjoy reading
literature?
I have read a lot but have had difficulties
finishing books. I prefer to learn through
literature.

Have you read novels in the English subject
previously, that you have perceived as
relevant to you?
I read a novel about identity. It felt relevant
as I have had had difficulties fitting in and
having to be multiple personalities.

1 You are about to start reading the novel You have just read the novel The Secret Life of
The Secret Life of Bees, focusing on the Bees, focusing on forgiveness. How relevant is the
theme forgiveness. How relevant to you is it theme to your own life?
to reflect upon this theme?

I think it's relevant for everyone. It has given me a
Personally, very relevant. Struggles with new perspective. I know now to be more
whether she should forgive a wrongdoing considerate towards the other person. Be more
or not. understanding. Given me a new option when it

comes to forgiveness.
2 How do you understand the term How do you understand the term 'forgiveness'?

'forgiveness'?
Understanding. You must try to understand the

One need to understand why the person did other person's actions. Sort of give in and accept
this. the other person's actions. Go along with them sort

of.
3 What experiences do you have with Did you, while reading the novel, remember any

forgiveness yourself? other experiences related to forgiveness?

Has had difficulties with it, whether to Not necessarily, personally I have it regarding my
forgive or not. The extent of the action and family, as mentioned the first time.
the context has been leading. Whether it
was the first time or if it has been repeated
several times.
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4 To what degree do you think you can reach
a higher level of understanding forgiveness
through reading literature addressing the
theme forgiveness?

Seeing new perspectives, get introduced to
new reflection.

5 Are you open to inviting new ideas when
discussing forgiveness?

Yes, I try to be open-minded in general, I
am always interested in learning something
new. I think it is important to be open to
new impressions and knowledge.

6

7

8

Have you previously read literature
addressing the theme forgiveness?

Yes, one. I read a novel in English VG1,
touching upon forgiveness among other
themes. We did not talk very much about
forgiveness, through, but I would say that
was one of the themes in the novel. I can't
remember the title, but I remember racism
as a rominent to ic.
What is, to your opinion, the benejit(s) of
reding novels in the English subject?

To improve my English skills, and to
reflect upon themes. I appreciate reading
novels in the original language over reading
translated novels. I think the texts miss a lot
of oints when it is translated.
Do you think reading literature contributes
to reflection upon important themes?

Yes, depending on the book. When there
are relevant themes (like hatred or
forgiveness) I enjoy reading.

To what degree do you believe you have gained an
increased understanding of forgiveness through
reading the novel The Secret Life of Bees?

Through the sisters' lessons on different ways to
lead to forgiveness. I have learned what Lily has
learned. She learned that understanding the others'
ex eriences and feelin s was crucial.
Did you identify at all with the protagonist?

I did. For being an outsider in school, and in
general. Not feeling like she's part of a group.
She's always felt outside. Regarding her struggles
related with forgiveness. She struggles with not
understanding, I am a bit older than Lily and have
reached more understanding. Maybe in empathy, in
the heat of when something happened, it might be
hard to distant myself from the emotions. I would
like to say I am good at empathising. The type of
resentment she has towards her mother, I can see
myself remember when it comes to certain things I
do not want to forgive. Maybe it is good for me to
get past this. She was encouraged to get past her
resentments towards her mother. I can see that Lily
feels better after havin understood and for iven.
Did you get any new thoughts from the discussions
regarding forgiveness?

I do remember that I got a lot of '' ah' moments
from listening to the other students. I did also feel
that some of them put my thoughts into words. I
would say I came to a deeper understanding.

Has the novel provided you with any new
perspectives on the theme forgiveness?

Yes, more of an understanding and empathy as an
option to take when unforgiveness is something you
seek to get at. I now see forgiveness as based on
empathy and understanding.

9 Have you experiences recognition to sides
of characters in novels?

Yes, regarding how one character in the
novel that I referred to earlier, feels like an
outsider.

Would you recommend the novel to anyone
struggling with forgiveness?

I would. Throughout the book we learned about
forgiveness and different aspects of it. Often a lot of
anger. The book teaches you that you can make
mistakes and that is ok. To let o of emotions.
To what extent do you feel the discussions
regarding forgiveness have been relevant?

Have showed me different perspectives of the topic.
Has delved into different aspects of it too. Helped
me reflect more on the topic. It was useful and
interestin
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